Interagency Search and Rescue Introductory Meeting
Castle Mountain Resort, Inc.

Agenda
1. Introduction: Doug Sokoloski Pincher Creek RCMP

2. Self Profile of Attendees: Each participant will do a brief profile of their experience
pertaining to Search and Rescue for info purposes only.

3. Castle Mountain Involvement in area Search and Rescue and CMR issues
pertaining to SAR:

1) Liability issues and protection
2) WCB issues
3) Equipment issues
4) Material and supply issues
5) Employee and cost reimbursement pertaining to SAR
6) Incident Command System-Who is in charge?
2IC?
Central Base Office
7) Interagency co-operation and ICS-flow chart required?
8) RCMP and PCSAR land area responsibility
9) Alberta Sustainable Resource And Development
Responsibility level and land area responsibility relating

to SAR
10) Other SAR Groups-detailed list required?
- Profiles for members of other
groups?

3. Discussion on Interagency Rescue Scenario: Good idea/bad idea?
Where? When? How? How big?

4. Next Meeting?



Darrel Lewko
P.O.Box 513
Pincher Creek, AB
TOK 1WO0

Mr. Evan Berger
P.O. Box 69
2115-2 Avenue
Fort MacLeod, AB
TOL 0Z0

Dear Mr. Evan Berger:
Please take the time to read the attached article that I have written and if you can, please
contact Mr. Ted Morton to discuss this item. As well, if you can, I would be available to

discuss this matter at your convenience.

I thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

Yours very truly

Darrel Lewko
Director, Castle Mountain Resort, Inc.




y Maclaurin Drive
,AB T3Z 3S4

nourable Ted Morton:

n thinking about search and rescue in the mountain area of the Castle Mountain
i mountain, for a long period of time and have come to a conclusion that a
dialogue be entered into with the Government of Alberta Sustainable Resource
ent employees, Governmnet of Canada Park employees at Waterton Lakes
ark, Pincher Creek Search and Rescue, Crowsnest Pass Search and Rescue and
Country employees. There is a need to enter into an integrated training

t I believe is very important for the safety and timely rescue of victims

the backcountry of the Province of Alberta.

the time to read the attached information I have e-mailed along with this
0 your e-mail address, and if you can, please respond.

n advance for any information you can forward to me relating to this matter.

€ Mountain Resort, Inc.




Search and Rescue in the Castle Front Range

During the past Castle Mountain Resort has, on numerous occasions been called and has
responded to various rescue operations of people who use the surrounding area. We have
a very well trained crew of pro-patrol employees who can respond to various
emergencies. All of our personnel are EMR level or equivalent First Aid trained and
have avalanche rescue training. We do have a concern, however about the rescue
operations that we attend outside of our Licensed Area. Our personnel use CMR
equipment and on many occasions we are sending on-duty employees and this has the
potential of leaving us with a deficient coverage of our terrain as far as rescue, first aid
and other related items. Two of our pro-patrol are on a “Special Resource List” callout
list with Pincher Creek Search and Rescue and have attained SAR fundamentals. The
purpose of this discussion is to open dialogue with Alberta Sustainable Resource and
Development in this very important aspect of the backcountry.

As many government employees understand that this area, and the area north of Highway
3, is used to a greater extent it has become apparent that possibly a formal undertaking
amongst professional rescue personnel be instituted. There are many issues that arise and
one is reimbursement for expenses in these search operations, and another one is working
with volunteer groups such as Pincher Creek Search and Rescue, as well as Crowsnest
Pass Search and Rescue. Both of these groups are very well trained and we think that a
better working relationship with more understanding of the nature of mountain rescue and
the expertise required to attain a safe environment for all involved should be instituted.
SRD has many trained rescue personnel and this group along with Castle Mountain
Resort rescue trained personnel should be entering into an integrated training program.
Included in this integration the Parks Canada personnel of Waterton Lakes should be
included, as these people have similar training. As well, we understand that Kananaskis
Country has a trained rescue group, and that group should be aligned with other rescue
operations if they are not already. In the event of a major rescue operation it is not
apparent to CMR who would be in charge, although we understand the RCMP are the
first informed Government Agency in any rescue operation. Many issues arise out of
which group or agency would be the Rescue Leader overall in the Incident Command
System. The Province of Alberta has many site specific rescue trained personnel, but is
there a training consistency along with other rescue groups?

We would like to discuss the above items and start dialogue for an integrated system
similar to British Columbia’s Provincial Emergency Program. If this dialogue has started
we would be very interested in becoming part of and attending any information sessions
or other discussions. It is completely understood that this is a very large undertaking,
however by integrating professional rescue personnel training, there would be a more
standardized process and ultimately safer and timely process. We are familiar with the
Mutual Aid system but have very little literature on the organization of this concept.

Once again if this concept or any other Search and Rescue integration has started please
inform us of contact information for the purpose of entering into the discussion group.
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SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
Offiee of the Minister

AR21817

APR 08 2008

Mr. Darrsl Lewko, Direclor

Castle Mountain Rasors

Box 810

Fincher Creek, Aberta TOK 1WD

Dear Mr. Lewko:

My parliamentary assistant, Mr. Evan Berger. MLA Livingstons-Macisod, recently forwarded me a
copy of your article entitied “Search and Rescue in the Castle Front Range.” | appreciate the
opportunity to review the article and provide the following information.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) is the lead co-ordinating agency for search and
rescue afforts in the province. In regard to your concems about lisbility and training, and suggestion
that Alberta should consider an integrated system similar to Sritish Columbia’s Provincial Emergency
Program, | have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your article to my colleague, the
Honourable Fred Lindsay, Seolicitor General and Minister of Public Security, for his consideration.

1 am aware that a number of local Sustainable Ressurce Development {SRD) staff in the Crowsnest
Pass area voluntesr on local search and rescue groups. Ssarchand rescus activilies are nota core
part of my department’s business. Asa rasull, departmental staff that participate in these opersafions
follow directions provided by the RCMP, and only participate in the search process when requested
by the RCMP.

| recognize that a number of my depariment staff work in remote areas, where they have previousty
been involved in emergency situations. Often, they have been the first on the scens, taking on the
rale of & "First Responder.” Staff are trained in CPR and First Aid and have radio or cellular phone
contact with their local office. In these situations, the local RCMP or emergency services are
contacted to provide assistance to Albertans and visitors.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts on this important matter.
Sincer(ghb_.‘

Ve

Ted Morton
Minister

cc:  The Honourabie Fred Lindsay, Minister of Solicitor General and Public Security
Evan Berger, MLA, Livingstone-Macleod

420 Legislarpre Building 10800 - 97 Avenus, Edmonson, Alberts Canada TSK 286 Telephone 780-415-4815 Fax 7E0-415-4E18

& Srvood wa orpeld yojsr




ALBERTA
SOLICITOR GENERAL AND MINISTER OF PUBLIC SECURITY

Honourable Fred Lindsay
Office of the Minister

MLA, Stony Plain AR 13696

May 8, 2009

Mr. Darrel Lewko

Director

Castle Mountain Resorts

Box 610

Pincher Creek AB TOK 1W0

Dear Mr Lewko:

I am pleased to respond to your article entitled “Search and Rescue in the Castle Front Range”
forwarded to me by Honourable Ted Morton, Minister of Sustainable Resource Development.
As the Solicitor General and Minister of Public Security, I am responsible for the administration
of policing services for the Province of Alberta and will respond to a portion of your enquiry.

Ground Search and Rescue (GSAR) operations in Canada are conducted under the legal
authority of the individual provinces and territories. This authority is delegated for operational
response to the police service of jurisdiction. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) is
the operational authority for GSAR operations in most Canadian provinces, including Alberta.
As our Provincial Police Service, the RCMP is responsible for the investigation of and search for
lost or missing persons within RCMP jurisdiction in Alberta, except within the National Parks.

Due to the complexity of GSAR operations, the three levels of government (federal, provincial
and territorial) share responsibility for these operations. Each level of government has authority
within its own jurisdiction, however collectively they make up the National Search and Rescue
Program. The six federal department and agency partners in the national program includes;
Canadian Forces, Canadian Coast Guard, RCMP, Transport Canada, Parks Canada Agency and
the Meteorological Service of Canada (Environment Canada). These agencies collectively
develop National Search and Rescue policy and incident response plans.

A2

402 Legislature Building, Edmonton, Alberta Canada TSK 2B6 Telephone 780-415-9406 Fax 780-415-9566
103, 5101 - 48 Street, Stony Plain, Alberta, Canada T7Z 1L8 Telephone 780-963-1444 Fax 780-963-1730
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The Alberta Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) of Alberta Municipal Affairs has lead
responsibility for Search and Rescue Operations within Alberta. This agency has developed very
specific plans to deal with ground and downed aircraft search and rescue operations. The AEMA
has designated ground search and rescue responsibility to the pertinent police force, supported by
volunteer ground search and rescue groups, and government or private sector aircraft. Search
and rescue of downed aircraft is the responsibility of the Department of National Defense,
supported by volunteer air search organizations.

Responding to emergency situations, such as downed aircraft or lost persons, is complex and
invariably requires the participation of numerous first response agencies (police, fire, ambulance)
as well as search and rescue personnel in some situations. It is therefore imperative that our
response be immediate, uniform, coordinated and sensitive to the various Federal/Provincial
government department mandates.

Your article broaches the possibility of implementing an. integrated system. similar to Rritish
Columbia’s Provincial Emergency Program and expresses a concern about liability issues for
Castle Mountain Resort when its personnel are called to assist outside of your licensed area.
Since these two issues would be more appropriately addressed by the AEMA, I have taken the
liberty of forwarding a copy of your article to my colleague, Honourable Ray Danyluk, Minister

of Municipal Affairs, for his further consideration.
Sincerely,

Fred Lindsay

Solicitor General and Minister of Public Security

cc: Honourable Ted Morton
Minister of Sustainable Resource Development

Honourable Ray Danyluk
Minister of Municipal Affairs

Evan Berger
MLA, Livingstone-Macleod




ALBERTA
_ MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

Office of the Minister
MLA, Lac La Biche - St. Panl

AR42848

June 22, 2009

Mr. Darrel Lewko, Director
Castle Mountain Resort

PO Box 610 N
Pincher Creek, Alberta TOK 1WO0 O [/»(

Dear Mr. Lewko:

The Honourable Fred Lindsay, Solicitor General and Minister of Public Security, forwarded a
copy of your article “Search and Rescue in the Castle Front Range.” | have reviewed the article
and am pleased to provide the following information.

Alberta Municipal Affairs, through the Alberta Emergency Management Agency, has lead
responsibility for search and rescue in Alberta. Although emergency response staffing is a
municipal responsibility, the Government of Alberta understands the need to ensure that
appropriate emergency response capabilities exist in all communities. For this reason, the
agency has begun a review of search and rescue capabilities in Alberta.

This review will include consultation with organizations such as municipal police, the RCMP,
affected government agencies, and search and rescue providers. The safety of Albertans
during an emergency is our primary concern, and having responsive search and rescue teams
is part of our commitment to providing safe and strong communities.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter further, | encourage you to contact
Ernie Polsom, Director of Field Operations with the Alberta Emergency Management Agency,
toli-free at 310-0000, then 780-415-0549 or by emailing ernie.polsom@gov.ab.ca.

Thank you for your commitment to the public safety of Albertans.

Sincerely, \ \
Ray Danyluk
Minister

cc. Honourable Ted Morton, Minister of Sustainable Resource Development
Honourable Fred Lindsay, Solicitor General and Minister of Public Security
Evan Berger, MLA, Livingstone-Macleod

104 Legislature Building, Edmonton, Alberta Canada T5K 2B6  Telephone 780-427-3744 Fax 780-422-9550
4434 - 50th Avenue, St. Paul, Alberta Canada TOA 3A2 Telephone 780-645-6999 Fax 780-645-5787
Toll Free From All Areas 1-866-674-6999

& Printed on recycled paper




Zell- 02 - /o
) | AP . loico
I Pegfn, Mov CofY o popé somlpske | Lo AP

L JAV T AL fvede.
Py, Ml <fP RE AVALANCHE

Devi, ANPReW, Thappic, Beb | Linne,
MIRHACL, enric, Jane] FiLerT Tom,
DAVE, JASA | DARmYL, PReS, Cubyi4

Y1 OADD ORer 10 PRCRLAY VAL WG LIST .

Fepip .
CCrIIDE- CHA To L GePARATS GAL cac .

IS5 661 cPPy of cipy /FMM/ ﬁaﬂ'ﬂ@yﬁl LE SAL AT i)~
IV

att b U Fo 7 Levih 2. AU uchH AT MR

K L& WAL YOI Resanits To LFE JRe HILL.

AN g RESIUNSE
1Ay pos CMI B iy
AT/0M5 0N 1 € ifsiT 15 A Hup.

PheaiAss SBusive e MOTIE JCATICW
s VeHiCit LAECKS
* AU KN LS AN A5 GAFC.

s MEP IR op% . .
s Hoep orlo Wiljéss . LonfALY DETALLS Mepiche Lise /LA .
LMy b fER TS -

O Re4ues1 frtése 70 o FR6E  (H L
ALckss Ty fﬁzm L/ €. .
Sl Flh, CFF 4504 .

Jo AvpAely




AV Tp ADp To LR RApW TowaR.

X (A, WERALL TATE - difi fmmsée VMMAMM;L&
FB@@LWMWL ,

WX AN wibyD Wk ll/ Be  MrTAT)AD of {W’l
AN Ufa IV N LA
VA REpA - A FMW\M— iV §
KALD  chad b R o cmm VWILAT gk %ﬁ% kiTs en
o0\t -
RRApPS Rbo LUA [RAIN 16 Pup f6] ffﬂwéﬂ A1 f’ﬁé EMAT -
enf j& A NEFA J604 fésclép 4 f<ver TecA,
webkD  fIAVE BAS 7 S 0 s TAW AVAL.
U progeipie PESAA AEsSpubci suifif 21

70'NT AVAG cl

a VD6 AND  BL Aeyess  fo /VL/‘Q < Rew gk //ﬂ\y
N jovi i/{/éj v\/“ia\/)’f/k ~ ke o /

AL bR f'«%l‘ﬁ Y./ A
114 H/L e 1PLT MQ

g A W v /’Méﬁ/ﬁ% AT eor 24~ /5.30 -

K N MTH  PUAS prsedd, 18



