Basic SAR 707

Observer function

... Air SAR Operations

Visual air searching is demanding and very fatiguing

2 to 3 hours s»zs__:.. for visual efficiency !
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?&E%& to »&:g Observer m:@s :

\ 1. At least every 30 minutes, change seat postions if the size )
of the aircraft permits. Even change sides if possible.

2. Try various _:.a_:sz until you find one that is
comfortable for scanning.

3. Make sure the window is clean or unobsciired.

4. Use binoculars or spotting-instruments only to check
sightings made with the naked eye.
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Search from the Air. . .

Visual scanning goes from left to right . ..
and top to bottom & back again.

" Finds are Most Often Picked up in

“the Peripheral Vision (Withina 5
Degree Radius of focus Point)

Good technique brings every portion of a sector into
the Observers central visual field every few seconds.
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Observation Technique

Little or No Contrast Terrain:

= - Periodically focus on a specific object in field of view

Night & Low Light Searches

«

- - Establish a systematic geometric pattern that makes use
of off center (peripheral) vision

Sightings are given by relating clock position and range.
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Position Points Indicating Direction

To An Observer
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What to Look for From An Aircraft




